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My name is Rev. James E. Terrell. I am pastor at Second Baptist Church in Ward 6
and President of the Council of Churches of Greater Washington. I am here today to
speak on behalf of Good Faith Communities Coalition on the future of TANF
legislation and the FY2017 TANF budget.
We applaud the Mayor and the Council for the progress made this year on affordable
housing and services for the homeless. The homeless services system is more
efficient and responsive. New housing is being built. And benefits will increase for
those in the 60 month TANF program in the next year.
As much as has been accomplished overall, restructuring TANF should be well
underway in this extension year so that another year extension would not need to be
considered. It is not.
According to reports from the Department of Human Services, all families have been
assessed. Given this assessment and the number of well documented TANF models
with successful outcomes across the country, creating a TANF plan that meets DC’s
needs should not be impossible in a single planning year. Yet we see little progress.
Legislation to address TANF’s time limit with a reasonable set of extensions and
exemptions was introduced in the Council in December and referred to the
Committee on Health and Human Services. No public hearing has been held after
many months, nor as far as we know, has the Mayor come forward with an alternative
plan. It seems another extension year is on the horizon.
Good Faith supports the Amendments to the Public Assistance Act of 1982 introduced in
the Council in December as a reasonable plan and a major step forward. Certainly it is
a place to begin discussion. We particularly support the provision in the Amendments
that continues benefits to “all eligible children in the household” even if parents or
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caregivers are not eligible for an exemption or extension. This provision must be
included in any new TANF plan.
Our children must have their basic needs met, no matter what. We can’t allow our
children in any circumstances to sink deeper into extreme poverty. We know the
consequences of extreme poverty for children and our community. We are living
them today.
The TANF problem is not caused by a lack of solutions nor in this affluent
community, the lack of resources. Legislation to support a feasible plan has been
proposed. We must make action on this proposed legislation a priority. And
we must fund a new TANF program as the needs dictate. We have no choice,
but to act responsibly for our community and for our children.
As faith communities we honor and embrace all people in our community as children
of God. We are hopeful people and we continue to pray: “Let not the needy, O Lord,
be forgotten. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.”
Thank you. We look forward to your continued leadership on this important issue.

Good Faith Communities Coalition, 1041 Wisconsin Ave NW, Washington DC 20007
www.goodfaithdc.org, goodfaithdc@gmail.com, 301-325-8437

